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ORIGINAL COMMUNOATION. 
“FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Agreeable to promise im my last communi- 
cation, I now to give the readers of 
the Advocate, the orthodox explanation, 3t the 
Bible Class Meeting, of let Cor. xv. 22—* For 
asin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be midde alive.” “After the introduction and 
reading of the verse by the minister, he asks, 
se waka we to understend by this passage : 
‘ As in Adam all die, even so in Christ’ shall 
ajl be'made alive ?? Does the term all, in this 
verse, signify allmen, ora part?’ The ques- 
tion is first put to the females, again and again 
without areply. It is then introduced to the 
males: “does the term all siguify all, ora 
part?” ‘The question is repeated without an 
ahswer. At last a young man replies, * It 
means all.” ‘Very well,” says the minister, 
‘that’s correct ; it signifies all men: what 
are we to whderstand by all men’s dying in 
Adam, and being made alive in Christ!" ‘Tt 
means that ss Christ rose from the dead ; so 
all meni must rise.” “ Very well,” says the 
minister; ‘ then the death signifies natural, 
temporal death, does it not?” ‘ Yes sir.”"— 
** And a litcral resurrection of all men from 
the dead 7” “ Yes sir.” “ We learn this from 
the preceding verses, do we not ?”’ The minis- 
ter then reads a few verses: ‘‘ But jf there be 
no resarrection from the dead, then is not 
Christ risen, &c.” ‘The general conclusion 
then is, that as all men die a natural death, so 
all men will be literally raised from the dead. 
The minister then sayg, ‘this is all we are 
to learn from the passage. It does not intimate 
the salvation of all men.” The minister in- 
quires further—“and when are al] to be made 
alive?” “ At the resurrection says one ;”’— 
“At the Day of Jadgment,” says a Lawyer, 

An Univ ist who was present, was ask- 
ed by the minister, ifhe would give his expla- 
nation ofthe verse. ‘But lie, not wishing to 
enter into a controversy, declined, observing 
only th@ihe thought it was connected with 
the rest of the chapter. "The verse was then 
dismissed. What had now been said, was 
supposed téibe a clear elucidation of the Apos- 
tle’s reasoning recorded in this chapter. There 
were, however, a few remarks made by the 
minister, on the 25th verse, which I had al- 
most ° ten to notice, which is the glery 
and theme of orthodoxy, i. e. according ‘to 
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their interpretation of the verse: 

must reign till he hath put all enemies” under 
his feet.” ‘The minister here temafked (in 
substance) thet the Apostle in this verse allud- 
ed to the eastern or ancient mode of placing 
the feet upon “the neck, which denoted the 
greatest possible shame—the lowest degreda- 
tion to those upon whose necks the feet of their 
superiors wefe put or stamped upon: That 
Christ at the resurrection or pe ba ney 
would, in the same manner, p@tall ‘his-ene- 
mies, i. ev devils and wicked «men, under bis 
feet, which would reduce them to the greatest 
possible shame, the finally impenitent=those 
who should be found on the left hand, vthat 
should come forth to shame and everlasting 
contempt. ‘I'he question was then asked, ‘if 
by putting things ung@r the feet of Christ de- 
noted the greatest possible shame to: men ? 
Then are not all men included, and reduced 
to the t possible shame ? For the Apos- 
tle makés no exception but that of the Father. 
The minister replies: “ This would: not: fol< 
low. The Apostle says, be (Christ) anust 
reign till he heth put all Ais enemies under his 
feet. "Tis his enemies who are: put tothe'great- 
est possible shame. Does it necessarily folldw 
that Christians will be put to this shame, be- 
cause Christ's enemies are? By no meats.” 
This was the substance of the minister's reply. 
Now the reader will notice that the minister 
has added the word his to make his doctrine 
go smooth: He must reign tili he hath put 
all kisenemies under his feét. According to 
the ministor’s-faith, Christ must have Ais ene- 
mies after all are subdued unto him, and made 
alive in him ; and these enemies must be sen, 
though the next verse says, the last enemy is 
death, and that shall be destroyed. © -eould 
the Apostle have been present on this occasion, 
the authour of this chapter; how would he 
have reproved the authours of this misinter- 
pretation of his language! Would he not have 
thus interrogated them 1—*‘ Did I not inelade 
‘all men as the subjects of the resurrection ? 
and did I net maintain that it would be-a glo- 
rious one? Did I contemplate any particular 
set of men? if so, where is the language ? 
Where does the limitation begin? Did I ‘not 
describe the characters of all men previows‘to 
thé ‘resurrection, by adverting'to Adam the 
first federal head and representative of the 
whole ‘human family? and did I make ay 
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ter? Did I not maintain that it was sown in 
cortaption, in dishonour, in weaknes, a natural 
body ? that it was of the earth, earthly and 
corruptible 1 Did I not also describe the char- 
acter of all men in, or after the resurrection, 
by adverting to Christ the second federal head 
and representative of the whole human family? 
and did I make any distinction in the human 
family in that character? Did 1 not maintain 
that it was raised in incorruption, in glory, in 

Tr, a spiritual body ' that it wasof heaven, 

ly ? that as we had borne the image of 

the earthly, we should also bear the image of 
the heavenly ? that our_first body, which, was 
of the earth earthly or flesh and blood, could 
not inherit the kingdom of God 1 that corrup- 
tion doth. not inherit incorruption,? Did I not 
contradict your interpretation, that the death, 
in consequ of the lapse of Adam, . was 
ly, by asserting that we should 

mot all sleep? and have ye not readof Enoch, 
and others who were translated, and did not 
see temporal or natural death? Did I not tell 
you that the sting of death was sin? that the 
strength of sin was the law? Did not | refer 
_ thee to the prophecy of Isaiah? that the say- 
ing there written, “‘ Death is swallowed up in 
victory,” would now be brought to pass? have 
ye ever there noticed its adjuncts, ‘* and he 
will destroy in this mountain the face of the 
‘covering cast over all people, and the veil that 
is spread over all nations. He wit swaLLow 
UP DEATH IN vicTory ; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from all faces ; and the rebuke 
of his people shall he take away from off all 
the earth; for the Lord hath spoken it ?’”’ And 
did not I also assert that when all things shall 
be subdued unto him, (Christ), that then the 
Son would deliver up his kingdom to God, be 
subject to him, and God be aM in all? How 
is itthen that ye have so construed my letter 
as to make an eternal separation in the human 
family 1 Ye have not only handled my word 
deceitfully, but ye have dishonoured God our 
Father, by ascribing to him an attribute of 
infinite partiality. Have ye not my epistles to 
the different churches ? Do ye not know that 
[ have uniformly maintained the doctrine of 
the restitation of all things which God hath 
en by the mouth of all his holy Prophets 
since the world began? Have ye not read my 
letter to the Church of Rome, 5th chapter, 
where I have there also adverted to the two 
representatives of the human family, Adam 
and Christ, to prove the universality of the 
cendemnation and salvation ? and do you not 
know that in my letter to the Church of Ephe- 
sus, I stated that it was the purpose of God to 
r together in one (or rehead) all things 
in Christ ? and in my letter to the Church of 
Colosse, did I not state that for this purpose 
peace was made through the blood of the cross 


‘. 


my letter to the Church «4 Philippi ofp 
ii. 10; also 1st Timothy 2d-from 
chapter, iv, 10; Heb. 2d, ix, 14,15.” But. 
must’closée.. Ipufpose howevet, Mo notice in 
another communication a little. more. orthodox 
ingenuity,in the explanation of scripture. 
Elbridge, Sept. 2, 1827. A. 
pe , , 
(From the Church Register, r) ee 
REMARKABLE EXTRACT. 
From the letters of a distinguished living Divine of {hc 
Presbyteria.. Church. 
CONSEQUENCES OF REVIVALS. 
‘To some of the consequences of a revival 
conducted: und pi as tf -have de- 
scribed, { beg leave to call your attention.— 
It will become more and more . exceptionable. 
Urged by circumstances, men will .do.things, 
which, if in the beginning had. been, predicted, 
they would have said, ‘ Are thy servants dogs, 
that they should do thése things |’ By degrees, 
however, all landmarks will be set.et nought ; 
and what would have produced horrour will be 
done fearlessly. There is nothing to.which 
the minds of good men, when once passed-the 
bounds of sound discretion and. launched into 
the ocean of feeling and experiment, may, .not 
come to. » But the evil which may flow from 
those who commence these aberrations, .is but 
a drop of the bucket in the ocean .of, disofder 
and misrule, to which they may open the door. 
There is hothing so terrible and unmanagea- 
ble as the fire and whirlwind of humap,passion, 
when ofice ignited by misguided zeal, and 
sanctioned by conscience; and the, idea of 
being reviled and persecuted .for doing. God 
service. Like the cave of Eolus, or. the gate 
of Pandemonium; a single arm may suffice to 
let out the storm; but when once;the atmos- 
phere is put‘in moticn, no. human .power can 
stop it until it has exhausted its fury.in works 
of moral desolation. ‘Uhey whw did the deed 
may repent of it early, and stretch.out impotent 
hands to stay the evil, and weep over the des- 
olation without being,able to repair it. 

** The peculiarities of the system I ,have re- 
cognized, cannot go through. the churches 
without opposition. Splendid by its early, pow- 
er, many have yielded to it eho disapproved, 
for fear they might quench the Spirit. , And 
many have. been silent because.they feared 
they might speak against the work of God.— 
But when the work shall have given. out its 
distinct character, and put off the features of 
love and gentleness, &c. and put ompthose of 
wrath and strife; when other reformers shall 
hasten on to new discoveries, and surpass their 
predecessors as much as these surpassed oth- 
ers, and denounce them, as denounced 
those who would not go with them ;. when strip- 
ling imitators of pious men, having nothing 
in common with them but their imprudence, 
without their age and moral power, shall go 
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out to. outrage. -humanity and caricature revi 
vals. ; then will these marae wd 
bemet, end the collision will be keen and 
dreadful.'.. Forin every church there is wood, 
hay and stubble, which will be sure to take 
fire-on the wrong side. All your 
Christians, who sleep from one revival to ano- 
ther, will be sure toblaze out now ; while judi- 
cious ministers, and the more judicious part 
of the church will be destined to stand like the 
bush in the.midst of the flames. While these 
periodical Christians. will make up by. present 
zeal for their.past.stupidity, and chide as cold 

hearted formalists, those whose even, lumin- 
ous course ehodreproof on their past coldness 
and. stupidity ; she,converts too will catch the 
same-spirit, and »go forth to chatechise aged 
Chriatians,: .Andithen shall come to pass that 
whieh was.:spoken jby Isaiah the prophet as 
the destraction-of human society and the con- 
summation of divine wrath upoa man : ‘When 
children shall be princes in the church, babes 
shall, rule over her, and the child shall behave 
proudly against: the ancient, and the base 
against the honourable, 

‘tAnother evil to. be feared jis, that it will 
unayoidably,array a large portion of the unre- 
newed: part of the community against revivals 
and rehgion, and produce infidels, scoffers, 
unitarians, and-universalists on every side ; 
increasing the!.resistance seven fold to evan- 


gelical. doctrine, withdrawing ; in proportion 
the yoluntary support of the gospel, and con- 
Signing the. precious cause of Christ, which 
ought and might govern publick opinion, to the 
hands):of a feeble, despised, and dispirited 
few, whoiwatch the holy fire upon the deserted 


altar.of God. . All forms of errour will grow 
rank from the aliment of such violence done 
to the lawmof:humanity and to the laws of 
God. . The extravagances of the pious in the 
time. of Cromwell, -threw back the cause of 
vital piety in .England for two centuries, to a 
State of imbecility and scorn: and have furnish- 
ed topicks to grace the pages of infidel histori- 
ans, poets, and orators, through every suc- 
ceeding generation.” 
AN OBSERVER IN THE WEST. 
REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING. 

The above “™ remarkable extract” we findin “ the 
Guspél Messenger” of the first instant ; and conclude 
it accotds with the views ofthe respected editor of 
that paper. Weare quite happy to learn that enlight- 
ened “divines”—and livitiz ones too, are beginning to 
see thé folly—not to say worse—of what are called 
“ revivals.’ In general we agree with the authour of 
the “remarkable extract,” and cheerfully give it an 
insertion ; But there is one sentiment advanced, which 
appears to be incorrect. We allude to the following 
sentence : 

* Another evil to be feared is, that it will unavoida- 
bly array a large portion of the unconverted part of 
community against revivals and religion, andprodace 





infidels, scoffers, unitarians, and universalists on every 
side; increasing the resistance seven fold to evangeli- 
cal doctrine, withdrawing in proportion- the volun- 
tary support of the gospel, and consigning the precious 
cause of Christ, which ought and might govern pub- 
lick opinion, tothe hands of a feeble, despised, and 
dispirited few,” &c. 

Wedesire the reader to notice the following facts : 
First ;—that the writer of the article we are examin- 
ing, ranks unifarians and universalists, without discri- 
mination or any excepticn, with “ infidels and scoffers.” 
Serondly ;—that both are considered umong the uncon- 
verted, or “ unrenewed part of the community :” and 
Thirdly ;—that the fanatical excitements of the day 
are calculated to increase the number of such unre 
newed persons, and excite seven fold the resistance to 
“evangelical doctrine.” 

Now, for one, we care not a "fe for what thie 

church” thinks about unitarians and universalists— 
we Laye long since been led to, deny her. infallibility 
and distrust the purity of her ancestry ;.but_ we feel 
somewhat inclined to compare her pretensions with 
facts, Our neighbours of “ the church” have pretend- 
ed to much liberality and even friendship towards the 
wniversalists; and we veuture to sey that instances of 
the kind have been known in which ¢niversalésis, un- 
renewed as they are represented to be, have. been 
solicited to unite with “ the church”—and have been. 
received, while they (the church) knew the fact that 
those received were firm believers in the full and 
universal salvation of allmen, Shall we charge them 
then, with receiving into their communion “ unrenew- 
ed” universalists ?—-Again:—By what authority are 
we indiscriminately pronounced unrenewed? By 
turning to another page of the “ Gospel Messenger,’’ 
we find it maintained that the sanctifying ordinance 
of baptism is the procuring cause of ae a 
The fact to which we allude is thus expressed ; 
[the church] considers regeneration, as that ‘ada er of 
spiritual state or coadition, which takes place in bap- 
tism, but Renovation as a change of heart and life by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.” Now the writer 
of these remarks, has received the ordinance of Bap- 
tism from the hands of “the church,” and his good old 
god mother is yet living to attest the fact. If, there- 
fore, Regeneration takes place in baptism, why may 
we not claim the privilege ofhaving been regenerated 
to all intents and purposes? 

Secondly ;—-By what authority are we ranked 
with infidels and scoffers? Infidels are those who _re- 
ject the divine testimony and deny the Sonjof God.— 
Are our opponents prepared to show that we are guil- 
ty ofeither? Do not universalists believe the Bible, 
and honour the Son of God in a very peculiar manner, 
by maintaining that he will save from sin and misery 
all created intelligences? Why then are we denomi- 
nated scoffers, or identified with infidels? Or what 
right have our charitable brethren, the Episcopalians, 
to consider us all unconverted and unregenerated? 

Thirdly ;—lIt is said by the suthour of the “ remark- 
able extract,” that fhe “revivals,” es they are com 
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duéted; are calculated to produce “ infidels, scofférs, 
unitarians; and tniversalists on every side ;" and we 
desire’ to know whether “ this distinguished living 
divine of the Presbyteriun church,” is of the opinion 
thatthe number of the “elect” will be increased or 
diminished by any such means. Say, Ye sticklers for 
the infallibility of orthodoxy, are we to conclude that 
ye have relinquished your darling tenet of “ election 
and reprobation,” and that salvation now rests upon 
contingencies? Do ye-yet maintain the “ final perse- 
verenge ofthe Saints?”—and will you: “ periodical 
Ch#istiens” finally attain to “ everlasting glory ?” 
Weare afrail of being excited by your inconsisteney 
toxésist seven fold stronger then heretofore what you 
calf’ evangelical doctrine!’ We fear your contra- 
dietory declarations. will bring to thejgates of destrus- 
tion the religion of Jesus, and cause{Christianity to be 
reviled indeed ! 

But we'beg leave to correct a’mistake under which 
our “ living divine” seems to Jabour; It is not the 
fanatical proceedings of your Finneys, and your Bee- 
mans; and your Nettletons alone, that makes univer- 
salists and unitarians increase ;—~it is, on the contrary, 
the blasphethous. pretentions of the managers of the 
farce-—the more subtle, and cautious measures of your 
doctors, gentlemen, that'have produced an ‘opposition 
which has endangerell your craft, and will result in its 
prostration. : 

were terme 
RELIGIOUS RULERS OF CHURCH 
AND. STATE. 

. The following extracts are from a Discourse, 
entitled, “* The duty of Christian Freemen to 
ektt Christian Rulers ;” delivered on the 4th 
of July, 1827, in the Seventh Presbyterian 
Soe in Philadelphia : by Ezra Stiles Ely, 


% Let it be distinctly stated and fearlessly 
maintained in the first place, that every mem. 
ber of this christian nation, from the highest to 
the lowest, ought to serve the Lord with fear, . 
and yield his sincere homage to the Son of 
God. Every ruler should be an avowed, and 


asincere friend of Christianity, He should 
know and believe the doctrines of our holy 
religion, aid act in conformity with its pre- 
cepts. This he ought to do; because as a 
man he is required to serve the Lord ; and as 
a publick ruler he is called upon by divine au- 
thority * to kiss the Son.’ 

«+ Our rulers, like any other members of the 
community, who“are under: law to God as ra- 
tional béings,-and under law to Christ, since 
they have the light of divine revelation, ought 
to search the scriptures, assent to the truth, 
profess faith in Christ, keep the Sabbath holy 
to God, pray id private, and in the domestick 
circle, attend onthe pablick ministry of the 
word, be baptized, and celebrate the Lord’s 
Sapper. None of our rulers have the consent 
of their Maker that they should be Pagans, 
Socinians, Mussulmen, Deists, the opponents 





of Christianity; and a religious should 
never think‘of giving them pérmission, a¢ 

lick officers, to be and do, what they might 
not lawfully be and do, as private individuals. 
Ifa inéh may not bea gambler and drink’ to 
intoxication in the western wilds, he may tot 
at the seat of government ; if he may not with 
the approbation of his fellow ¢itizens, in é little 
village of the north, deny ‘the true God “and 
eternal life,’ he may not countenance, abet, 
and support those who deny the Deity of ‘our 
Lord Jesus Christ at Washington. In other 
words, cur Presidents, Secretaries of the Go- 
vernment, Senators, and other Representatives 
in Congress, Governore of Ptates, Judges, 
State Legislators, Justices of the Peace, and 
city Magistrates, are just as much bound as 
any other persons in the United States, to be 
orthedex in their faith, and virtuous and: reli- 
gious in their whole deportment. They may 
no more Jawfally be bad husbands, wicked 
parents, men of heretical opinions, or men of 
dissolute lives, than the obscure individual 
who would be sent to Bridewell for his blas- 
phemy and debauchery. 

‘God, my hearers, requires a Christian 
faith, a Christian profession, and a Chrietian 
practice of all our publick men; and we as 
Christian citizens ought by the publication of 
our opinions, to require the same. 

** Secondly—Since it is the duty of all our 
riilers to serve the Lord and kiss the Son of 
God, it must be most manifestly the duty of 
all our Christian fellow-citizens to honour thé 
Lord Jesus Christ and promote Christianity 
by electing and supporting as publick officets 
the friends of our blessed Saviour. If all the 
truly religious men of our nation would be 
punctual and persevering in their endeavours 
to have good men ehosen to fill all our nation- 
al end state offices of honour, power and trast, 
their weight would soon be felt by politicians ; 
and those who care little for the religion of the 
Bible, would for their own interest, consult 
the reasonable wishes of the great mass of 
Christiats throaghout our land. 

* I propose, fellow-citizens, & mew. sort of 
union, of, if you ‘please, a Christian party in 
politicks, which 1 am exceedingly desirous all 
good men in our country should join; ‘not by 
subscribing a constitution and the formation 
of a new society, but by adopting, avowing, 
and determining to act oapon truly religious 
principles in all civil matters. 1 am aware 
that the true Christians of our country are 
divided into many different denominations ; 
who have, alas! too many points of jealousy 
and collision; still a union to a very great 
extent, and for the most valuable purposes is 
not impracticable. 

« All who profess to be Christians of ve 
denomination ought to agree that they 
suppoft.mo man as a candidate for any office, 
who is not proféssedly friendly to Christianity, 
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and a believer in Divine Revelation. Ifthree [Singular reasoning.} If they ‘are of any of 
or four of the most numerous denominations of ee denominations ei trae Christians, it is bet. 
Christians in the United Statss, the Presbyte- ter, in the judgment of all true Christians, that 
rians, the Baptists, the Methodists and Con- they should be of that oné company tha ‘in 
gregationalisis for: instance, should act upon | the fellowship of Infidels. Leta civil ruler, 
this principle, our country would never be dis- then, be a Christian of some sort, we wilt all 
honoured with an avowed Infidel in her na- | say, rather than not a Christian of any deno- 





tional cabinet or ¢apitol. . The Presbyterians | 
alone could bring half a million of electors into 
the field, in opposition to any known advocate | 
of, Deism, Sccinianism, or any species of. 
avowed hostility to the truth of Christianity. | 
If to the denominations above named we add — 
the ‘members ‘of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in our country; the electors of these 
five classes of true Christians, united in the 
sole requisition of apparent friendship to Chris- | 
tingly i every candidate for office whom they | 
will support, could govern every publick election | 
in Our country, without infringing in the least | 
upon the charter of our civil liberties. To | 
these. might be added, in this State and in | 
Ohio, the numeroas’ German Christians, and | 
in New York and New Jersey, the members 
of the Reformed Dutch Church, who are all 
zealous for the fundamental truths of Christia- | 
nity. What should prevent us frotn co-operat- 
ing in'such a union as this? Let a man be of | 
good moral: character, and Jet him profess to | 
believe in, and advocate the Christian religion, , 
and we can all support him. 

“ Let us awake, then, fellow Christians to | 
our sacred daty to our Divine Master; and let 
us have no rulers, with our consent and co- 
operation, who are not known to be avowedly 
Christians. 

‘Tt will be objected that my plan of a truly | 
Christian, party in politicks will make hypo- | 
crites. We are not answerable for their hy- 
pocrisy ifit does. There is no natura! tenden- 
cy in the scheme to make men deceivers— 
and ifreal enemies of the Christian religion 
conceal their ‘enmity, that concealment is for 
the publick good.. We wish all iniquity, if not 
exterminated, may, as if ashamed, hide its 
head.» it will be well for our country when all 
men who expect office are under the necessity 
of appearing honest, sober, pure, benevolent 
and religious. It is most of all desirable that 
publick officers should be good men, friends of 
Ged, foliowers.of Jesus Christ, and lovers of 
their country—but it is a matter of thankful- 
ness af they are constrained to seem such per- 
sons ; for.in this way, vice and the propogation 
of vice by evil example is prevented, It will 
be objected, moreover, that my scheme of 
voting on political elections according to cer- 
tain fixed religious principles, will create jeal- 
ousies among the different denominations of 
Christians. But why should it? Our rulers 
which we have elected are of some, or of no 
religious sect. If they are of no religious de- 
nomination, they belong to the party of Infidels. 


} 
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mination. If we fix thie as a of our 
political morality, we shal! all ‘be gratified in 
turn, and in part, by having Christian rulers 
of our own description. : 
“Lam free to avow, that other things being 
equal, | would prefer for my chief magistrate, 
and judge; and ruler, a sound Pre 3 
and every candid religionist make the 
same declaration concern is own 
sion ;- but I would prefer s wok tna 
al man, of any one of the truly Christian sécts, 
to ahy man destitute of religious principle and 
morality. ett a 
“Suffer, my Christian: i 2 
word of exhortation. Let us ‘all be C 
politicians ; and govern ourselves by s 
love to our bles*ed Master, whether we unite 
in prayers or m the election of our civil rulers. 
Let us be as censcientiously igi 


| polls as in the pulpit, or house o 


This course of conduct will 

vernment and true religion an our country 
the same time. Our.publick rulers then will 
prove a terrour to them who do evil, anda 
praise to them who do well. Let us never 
port by our votes any immoral man, or any 
known contemner of any of the fundamental 
doctrines of Christ, for any office ; and least 
of all for the Presidency of thesé United States. 
Let us elect men who dare to acknowled 
the Lord Jesus Christ for their Lord in their 
publick documents. Which of our Presidente 
has ever done this ? It would pick no Infidel’s 
pocket, and break no Jew’s neck, if our Presi- 
dent should be so singular as to let it be known 
that he is a Christian by his Messages, and an 
advocate for the Deity of Christ by his person- 
al preference of a Christian temple to a Soci- 
nian conventicle. It would be_no violation of 
our national constitution, if our members of 
Congress should quit reading of 

and writing letters on the Lom's day, at one 
during publick worship, in the Hall of Repre- 
sentatives, $ 

*“*We are a Christian nation; we have a 
right to demand that all our rulers in their 
conduct shall conform. to Christian ity; 
and if they do not, it is the duty and privilege 
of Christian freemen to make a new and a bet- 
ter election.” 

REMARKS BY THE ED. REFORMER. 

Such are the sayings of Ezra Stiles , a 
Presbyterian “ Doctor of Divinity” of Beasts 
of Philadelphia. How long before he and his 
partizans will be able to bring their * teligi 
rulers” into power in this country it is di 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





to-say.. ‘When this. is the case, we may bid a 
farewell to our religious liberties and the right 
to.enjoy our own faith, and worship God ac- 
Sete to the dictates of our consciences.— 

ists, Baptists, and others, who might, 
in, the first, instance, unite in promoting the 
schemes of Presbyterian doctors of divinity, 
would. soon find themselves placed in the back 
gens .ia.. governmental. affairs, (as in the 

and Sunday School business) and ulti- 
mately they weal have to surrender their 
rights or be devoured by their more powerful 
and. influential rival. We have nothing to 
object.against having the best and most truly 


pieus.men, for rulers; but sach as Presbytéri-. 


pj a of divinity would esteem the best 
a pious, we should fear and dread much 
ae his “* Holiness” the Pope. Such 
rena: rulers once had the rule in New-En- 
gland, and they ruled indeed-with a rod of 
izon, imprisoning, whipping, cropping, and 

ing, these who dissented from them in re- 
ligious. matters... 


ADVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR. 








: © EARNESTLY CONTEND von TAFE FAITH.” 





PLAN,OF GOVERNMENT, ii 
Respect submited for the:consideration of the Uni- 
ep ly suey of the State of New York, 


“Having intimated, a few weeks since, an intention, 
when time should admit, of submitting, for the conside- 
ration of out readers, our views of the subject of the 
government of our.order; aud having conterred with 
several of the. "brethten, in whose opinions we have 
great confidence ; and moreover, haying been solicited 
togwea free expression of our views on this subject ; 
the following observations are respectfully, and with 
deference.sabmitted. 

Asa preparatory-step, it may be proper to notice the 
EV1E8 Which have been so long, and so justly, a sub- 
jectyof complaint’ amongst'us ; and which it is the 
desire oftevery well wisher to our cause, to remove.— 
They may be classed as follows: 

-IjcTheadmission of unworthy members into our 
societies. »'2: Suffering them to'remain in full fellow- 
ship after itis known that their moral characters: are 
bad. 3. “Phe destitution of a correct gospel discipline 
in societies... 4.' The admission of negligent and irre- 
galarly organized societios into the associations, and 
suffering them to remain in fellowship. 5. Granting 
letters of fellowship to ministers without due régtrd to 
theit moral and" intellectual qualifications. 6. The 
want of 4 Génnecting link, whereby all the different 
associations in the State can be known to each other 
and co“operaté in promoting the gencra! advancement 
of truth and piety in the world. 

A plan-of government, in order to be adapted to our 
condition, as a numerousand rapidly increasing denp- 
mination must be, caleulated. to remove any of the 
above ‘evils that now exist amongst us, and prevent the 
intrusion ofothers. The following outline, ifyadicious- 
tyfilled up, we think would effect that desirable object. 





Remark 1, As the societies constitute the seures: 
from whence all authority must emanate, it is of the 
utmost importance that they should be composed of in- 
telligent and worthy brethren; for unless the fountain 
is pure, the streams issuing from it will: be corrupt.—— 
The statute of the state prescribes the mode by which 
any religious society can be legally organized and co 
becume a body corporate; butitis left io the disere- 
tion of those who feel anxious to form religious com- 
pacts of this kind, to select their associates. Persons 
so inclined; have an undoubted right to admit a3 mem- 
bers, whom they please ; but ought not to be recogni- 
zed by the association as in fellowship, unless they can 
make it appear that their members are such as would 
be ornaments to the Christian profession. The ad- 
mission of unworthy members can only be prevented 
by ca:ition on the part of those who feel an interest in 
forming a society ; and whenever it shall be under- 
stood that no society will be admitted into fellowship, 
unless duly composed of virtuous members, the first 
of the above mentionéd evils will be removed. There- 
fore, as the leading principle in a plan of government: 
Let all societiesbe organised according to law, and let 
no persons be admitted as members untess they are duly 
qualified. 

Remark 2. It is no less an evil to suffer bad members 
te remain ina society, thao to.admit them in the first 
instance. Hence it should be adopted as an invariable 
rule, by the associations, not to retain a society in fel- 
lowship when it is known that it neglects to withdraw 
the hand of fellowship from disorderly members. . Nor 
should so important a matter by any means be neglect- 
ed. Each society should be required to render annu- 
ally to its association, an aceount of its moral Condition; 
and in case of a neglect to comply with so reasonable 
a requisition, it should be suspended for the first of- 
jence, and for continued neglect expelled from the 
fellowship ofthe order. Such a measure, if adopted 
and enforced, would soon remove the second evil above 
mentioned. Letit betherefore, understood that the 
second item in the plan of government proposed, is the 
following ;. viz: That if,on a careful examination, it 
should appear that any society is neglectful of its duty in 
the above respect, it should be suspended for the first,and 
expelled for the second offence, from the association. 

Remark 3. A laxity of discipline in societies, being 
a manifest evil, we would suggest the propriety of 
having the Committee of Discipline appointed by the 
association authorized, not only to watch over the 
ministering brethren, but also to inquire inte the con- 
ditiow of societies in fellowship, and recerve complaints 
from persons aggrieved. which compleints should be 
presented to the association at its next meeting, ac- 
companied with a report of the opinion of said commit. 
tee relative to the guilt or innocence of the subjects of 
such complaints, By adopting some measure of this 
kind, the third and fourth evils above specified would 
be effectually prevented. 

Remark 4. That granting fellowship to ministers got 
duly sone’: is.an evil.of the first magnitude, will 
not be denied: Hence, some method of avoiding it has 
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regarded as @ disideratum. It -has frequently 
ea observed, by our more experienced brethren, that 
granting letters of fellowship hastily, and without first 
ascertaining that candidates are properly qualified, 
both in a literary and moral setse of the term, is to be 
seriously deprecated ; and we fully concur in that 
i Hence, some method should be devised, 
whereby it can be ascertained whether candidates are, 
or.are not, worthy of fellowship; and in order that 
such facts may be knewn, those to whom the subject is 
submitted must be duly qualified to judge of the mer- 
its of any question relating to the case of the petition- 
ing candidate. If it should be urged that the minister- 
ing brethren are best qualified to decide on all such 
cases, we do not know that any serious objections could 
be raised to having all the ministering brethren com- 
posing the Council or belonging to it, a Committee, to 
which such applications should be made, and by which 
snch cases should be determined. But this subject 
may be safely submitted to the whole Council, “as also 
all cases of impeachment; and it is presumed, that 
should any emergency require it, the lay delegates 
belonging to the Council will cheerfully entrust any 
such case in the hands of their ministering brethren for 
the time being. Hence, in our opinion, the Associations 
should be composed of all ministering brethren within 
the territorial boundary prescribed by common consent , 
in good standing, and at least two lay delegates from 
each society in fellowship. 

Remark 5. It will be seen that the above plan, if 
adopted, would render each association independent of 
any other, and a part of the plan would be, to. have all 
power, so far as relates to the government of societies 
and discipline of ministers, vested in the hands of those 
composing such associations. This would of couse 
give to them the right to appoint their committees of 
discipline, their standing clerks, &e. &c.; and an asso- 
ciation might delegate the power to try an offending 
brother, and if necessary, to suspend or expel him, tu 
the commitiee of discipline; or it might give diseretion- 
ary authority to such committee, to act during the 
interim between the annual meetings ofthe association; 
in all cases, the parties should have the right to appeal 
from the decision of the committee to the association. 

Remark 6. There would still be wanting a bond of 
union between the respective associations. If it bas 
become necessary to have delegates appointed by the 
respective associations, to meet in general Council, it 
appears to us, after mature deliberation, that such 
delegates should be selected by the respective assccia- 
tions, without restriction. It would be impolitick, and 
anti-republican, to limit the associations to the choice 
ofany particular order of men; and it would be as 
prudent to leave it entirely with them, to select their 
delegates, with liberty to appoint az their representa- 
tives either ministers or laymen. 


The foregoing suggestions, are submitted to our read- 
ers, not with the expectation 6f their being adopted 
without investigution, but with the humble hope that 
they may lead to such inquiries as will result in the 
restoration of that perfect harmony which has hitherto 





existed amongst us,,and the perpetuation of that good 
order and peace which oply can. promote our pros: 


4 4GT2 260% 
_ 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST) MAGAZINE. 
FALSE TEACHERS. es : 

A eranann teak ehh -auen-adl 

9. False teachers of old tarned’' the grace: 


God into lasciviousness, Jude says they were, 
“ungodly men, turning the grat yer God ine 
lasciviousness.” . Not that they actually alter- 
ed the nature of God’s grace, but that 

made it a pretext for lascivious conduct. This 
is the only way in which they could turn the 
grace of bod into lasciviousness. Is not ‘the 
grace of God turned intolasciviousness now in 
the same manner? There are some who say, 
if they believed God will bestow, grace on all 
men, they would not care what they should do, 
They would lie, cheat, steal, dc, Sic... This is 
turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, 
It is reversing the doctrine of the apostle, and 
saying, Where grace abounds sin shall much 
more abound. If such people were dead in- 
deed unto sin, they might reason with the 
apostle. ‘* What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound ? God 
forbid. How shalt we, that are dead to sin, 


att 


live any longer therein ?” Roni. vi. 1,2, “The 
grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all 
men, hath not a licentious tendency, but teach- 


eth us ‘* that, denying ungodlinessand worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world,” Yet bad men 
may pervert the best of things to the worst of 
purposes ; and I cannot but regard it as a sign 
that a man is in the way of sin, when he says, 
that if he believed God will have mercy on all 
men, he would do evil. Many people doubt- 
less use this expression without thinking of 
the idea it conveys, and we may therefore, 
pray, ‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” ‘The blame of turning the 
grace of God into lasciviousness, oust be laid 
first and mostly to the charge of the leaders of 
the poe who cause them to err. 
10th and lastly. In the apostolick age, false 
teachers led captive silly women. Paul informs 
Timothy, *‘ For of this sort are they which 
creep into houses, and lead captive silly wo- 
men,” 2'Tim, iii. 6. To the Gorinthians the 
same authour says, “ But I fear, lest by any 
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve. through 
his subtilty, se your minds should be corrupt- 
ed fromthe simplicity that is in Christ,” 2 
Cor, xi. 3. The serpent did not beguile Adam, 
but Eve, Adam was beguiled, not. by the ser- 
pent, but by his companion. .False teachers 
in the apostolick age, used the same subtilty. 
They first deceived the female part of the 
community, and then, with assistance, 
overcame men. Ido not wish to disparage 
the character of females by any means; they 
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to-say.. ‘When this. is the case, we may bid a 
farewell to our religious liberties and the right 
to.enjoy our own faith, and worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of our consciences.— 
Methodists, Baptists, and others, who might, 
in, the first, instance, unite in promoting the 
schemes of) Presbyterian doctors of divinity, 
would. soon find. themselves placed in the back 

.i. governmental. affairs, (as in the 
Fract and Sunday School business) and ulti- 
mately they would have to surrender their 
rights or be devowred by their more powerful 
and influential: rival.. We have nothing to 
object against having the best and most truly 


pious men. for rulers; but such as Presbytéri-. 


an doctors of divinity would esteem the best 
and most pious, we should fear and dread much 
more than his “Holiness” the Pope. Such 


‘cligious rulers once had the rule in New-En- 
gland, and they ruled indeed -with a rod of 
iton,..imprisoning, whipping, cropping, and 

ing, these who dissented from them in re- 
ligious. matters. 
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“> PLAN,OF GOVERNMENT, 
Respect submitted for the consideration of the Uni- 
98 ona the State of New York, 


Having intimated, a few weeks since, an intention, 
when time should admit, of submitting, for the conside- 
ration ef our readers, our views of the subject of the 
goveroment of our order ; avd having conterred with 
several of the. brethren, in whose opinions we have 
great confidence; and moreover, having been solicited 
to.gwea free expression of our views on this subject; 
the following observations are respectfully, and with 
deference. submitted. 

Asa preparatory,step, it may be proper to notice the 
EV1ES Which have been so long, and so justly, a sub- 
ject, of ¢omplaint amongst us ; and which it is the 
desire. oftevery well wisher to our cause, to remove.— 
They. may be classed as follows: 

1; Theadmission of unworthy members into our 
societies. ‘2: ‘Suffering them to’remain in full fellow- 
ship after itis known that their moral characters: are 
bad. “3. ‘The destitution of a correct gospel discipline 
in societies. 4.'The admission of negligent and irre- 
gularly organized societies into the associations, and 
suffering them to remain in fellowship. 5. Granting 
letters of fellowship to ministers withoat due regard to 
their moral and’ initellectaal qualifications, 6. The 
want of 4 connecting link, whereby all the different 
associations in the State can be known to each other 
and co-operate in promoting the general advancement 
of truth and piety in the world. 

A plan‘of governinent; in order to be adapted to our 
condition, as a’ numerous and rapidly increasing denp- 
mination: must be. caleulated. to remove any of the 
above ‘evils that now exist amongst us, and prevent the 
intrusion ofothers. The following outline, ifjadicious- 
tyfilled up, we think would effect that desirable object. 





Remark 1, As the societies constitute the soures 
from whence all authority must emanate, it is of the 
utmost importance that they should be composed of in- 
telligent and worthy brethren; for unless the fountain 
is pure, the streams issuing from it ‘will be corrupt.-— 
The statute of the state prescribes the mode by which 
any religious society can be legally organized and so 
become a body corporate; butitis left to the disere- 
tion of those who feel anxious to form religious com- 
pacts of this kind, to select their associates. ‘Persons 
so inclined, have an undoubted right to admit a3 mem- 
bers, whom they piease ; but ought not to be recogni- 
zeG by the association as in fellowship, unless they can 
make it appear that their members are such as would 
be ornaments to the Chfistian profession. The ad- 
mission of unworthy members can only be prevented 
by caition onthe part of those who feel an interest in 
forming a society ; and whenever it shall be under- 
stood that no society will be admitted into fellowship, 
unless duly composed of virtuous members, the first 
of the above mentionéd evils will be removed. There- 
fore, as the leading principle in a plan of government: 
Let all societies be organised according to law, and let 
no persons be admitted as members untess they are duly 
qualified. 

Remark 2. It is no less an evil to suffer bad members 
to remain in a society, than to.admit them in the first 
instance.. Hence it should be adopted as an invariable 
rule, by the associations, not to retain a society in fel- 
lowship when it is known that it neglects to withdraw 
the hand of fellowship from disorderly members. _ Nor 
should so important a matter by any means be neglect- 
ed. Each society should be required to render annu 
ally to its association, an aceount of its moral éondition; 
and in case of a neglect to comply with sc reasonable 
a requisition, it should be suspended for the first of- 
tence, and for continued neglect expelled from the 
fellowship ofthe order. Such a measure, if adopted 
and enforced, would soon remove the second eyil above 
mentioned. Letit be therefore understood that the 
second item in the pian of government proposed, is the 
following; viz: Thai if,on a careful examination, it 
should appear that any society is neglectful of its duty in 
the above respect, it should be suspended for the first,and 
expelled for the second offence, from the association. 

Remark 3. A laxity of discipline in societies, being 
a manifest evil, we would suggest the propriety of 
having the Committee of Discipline appointed by the 
association authorized, not only to watch over the 
ministering brethren, but also to inquire into the con- 
dition of societies in fellowship, and receive complaints 
from persons aggrieved. which complaints should be 
presented to the association at its next meeting, ac- 
companied with a report of the opinion of said commit. 
tee relative to the guilt or innocence of the subjects of 
such complaints. By adopting some measure of this 
kind, the third and fourth evils above specified would 
be effectually prevented. 

Remark 4. That granting fellowship to ministers not 
duly qualified, is an evil.of the first magnitude, will 
not be denied: Hence, some method of avoiding it has 
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ome regarded as @ disideratum. It has frequently 
been. observed, by our more experienced brethren, that 
granting letters of fellowship hastily, and without first 
ascertaining that candidates are properly qualified, 
both in a literary and moral sense of the term, is to be 
seriously deprecated ; and we fully concur in that 
opinion. Hence, some method should be devised, 
whereby it can be ascertained whether candidates are, 
or.are not, worthy of fellowship; and in order that 
sach facts may be known, those to whom the subject is 
submitted must be duly qualified to judge of the mer- 
its of any question relating to the case of the petition- 
ing candidate. Ifit should be urged that the minister - 
ing brethren are best qualified to decide on all such 
cases, we do not know that any serious objections could 
be raised to having all the ministering brethren com- 
posing the Council or belonging to it, a Committee, to 
which such applications should be made, and by which 
ench cases should be determined. But this subject 
may be safely submitted to the whole Council, “as alco 
all cases of impeachment; and it is presumed, that 
should any emergency require it, the lay delegates 
belonging to the Council will cheerfully entrust any 
such case in the hands of their ministering brethren for 
the time being. Hence, ia our opinion, the Associations 
should be composed of all ministering brethren within 
the territorial boundary prescribed by common consent , 
in good standing, and at least two lay delegates from 
each sociely in fellowship. 

Remark 5. It will be seen that the above plan, if 
adopted, would render each association independent of 
any other, and a part of the plan would be, to have all 
power, so far as relates to the government of societies 
and discipline of ministers, vested in the hands of those 
composing such associations. This would of couse 
give to them the right to appoint their committees of 
discipline, their standing clerks, &c. &c.; and an asso- 
ciation might delegate the power to try an offending 
brother, and if necessary, to suspend or expel him, tu 
the commitiee of discipline; or it might give diseretion- 
ary authority to such committee, to act during the 
interim between the annual meetings ofthe association; 
in all caves, the parties should have the right to appeal 
from the decision of the committee to the association. 

Remark 6. There would still be wanting a bond of 
union between the respective associations. [fit has 
become necessary to have delegates appointed by the 
respective associations, to meet in general Council, it 
appears to us, after mature deliberation, that such 
delegates should be selected by the respective associa- 
tions, without restriction. \t would be impclitick, and 
anti-republican, to limit the associations to the choice 
ofany particular order of men; and it would be as 
prudent to leave it entirely with them, to select their 
delegates, with liberty to appoint as their representa- 
tives either ministers or laymen. 

The foregoing suggestions, are submitted to our read- 
ers, not with the expectation of their being adopted 
without investigation, but with the humble hope that 
they may lead to such inquiries as will result in the 
restoration of that perfect harmony which has hitherto 





existed amongst us,,and the perpetuation of that. good 
order and peace which only can promote our Pig: 
FROM THE UNIVERSALIST: MAGAZINE. 
FALSE TEACBERS. 
( Continued:} ~*~ ‘ore “2 

9. False teachers of old tarned’ the grace of 
God into lasciviousness, -Jude says rgd igre 
‘ungodly men, turning the grace of to 
lasciviousness,”’ . Not that they, actually ser: 
ed the nature of God’s grace, but that they 
made it 9 pretext for lascivious Sma. This 
is the only way in which they could turn the 
grace of God into lasciviousness. Is not ‘the 
grace of God turned intolasciviousness now in 
the same manner? There are some who say, 
if they believed God will bestow, grace on all 
men, they would not care what they should do. 
They would lie, cheat, steal, &c, &c... This is 
turning the grace of God into lasciviousness, 
It is reversing the doctrine of the apostle, and 
saying, Where Gre abounds sin shall much 
more abound. If such people were dead in- 
deed unto sin, they might reason with the 
apostle. ‘* What shall we say then? Shall we 
continue in sin, that grace may abound ? God 
forbid. How shalt we, that are dead to sin, 
live any longer therein 1” Rog. vi. 1,2, — 
grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all 
men, hath not a licentious tendency, bat teach- 
eth us ‘* that, denying ungodlinessand worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world,” Yet bad men 
may pervert the best of things to the worst of 
purposes ; and I cannot but regard it as a sigh 
that a man is in the way of sin, when he says, 
that if he believed God will have mercy on all 
men, he would do evil. Many people doubt- 
less use this expression without thinking of 
the idea it conveys, and we may therefore, 
pray, ‘“‘ Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” ‘The blame of turning the 
grace of God into lasciviousness, must be Iaid 
first and mostly to the charge of the leaders of 
the people who cause them to err. 

10th and lastly. Ln the apostolick age, false 
teachers led captive silly women. Paul informs 
Timothy, ‘* For of this sort are they which 
creep into houses, and lead captive silly wo- 
men,” 2 Tim, iii. 6. To the Gorinthians the 
same authour says, “ But I fear, lest by any 
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve. through 
his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupt. 
ed from the simplicity that is in Christ,” 2 
Cor. xi. 3. The serpent did not beguile Adam, 
but Eve, Adam was beguiled, not by the ser- 
pent, but by his companion. False teachers 
in the apostolick age, used the same subtilty. 
They first deceived the female part of the 
community, and then, with ir assistance, 
overcame men. Ido not wish to di 
the character of females by any means; they 
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have afforded illustrious examples of learning 
and talent. [ believe I shall have their ap- 
probation when I shall say, their minds and 
feelings are more tender, more easily affected 
than those of men. ‘They are as capable as 
men of judgeing of a subject, when they give 
sufficient attention to it ; but it is not generally 
the case that they endeavour so much as the 
other sex, to make themselves acquainted with 
Biblical learning. I speak of what I suppose 
is generally true; but to this I freely allow 
there are many exceptions. Place them in the 
same circumstances, and they will be no more 
liable to deception than others. The false 
teacher knows all this, and takes advantage of 
it. He does not, by creeping in, lead captive 
ALL women, but “ silly women” only, and he 
leads captive also silly men. Adam was as 
silly as was Eve, in his transgression. Now 
let the reader judge. Which class of religious 
teachers in the present age, bears the closest 
resemblance, in this particular, to the false 
teachers who lived and deceived the people in 
the days of the apostles ? Which class is using 
its utmost exertions to proselyte the female’ 
part of the community ? [ speak on matter of 
fact. Clergymen, and their sycophants, are 
leaving no means untried, to enlist women, 
old and young, into their service. It is not 
because they set a peculiar value to them as 
members of their sect and churches, nor is it 
through any respect to them. This they ought 
to know. It is a matter of necessity with the 
clergy. Men repulse them, and have a natu- 
ral abhorrence to their sentiments. Having 
given themselves full liberty to think, and 
reason, and read, their minds by no ordinary 
and proper means, can be brought into sub- 
mission to the efforts of the clergy, nor arc 
they easily frightened with terrifick descrip- 
tions of the future state. It is a matter of ne- 
cessity then, [ say, for the clergyto make their 
attack on the female part of a family, expect- 
ing to prusclyte them, and hoping by their im- 
portunity and influence, to gain the rest. This 
expectation and hope form a powerful motive. 
By this the clergy are induced to take meas- 
ures which they know are directly against the 
wishes of the head of the family. They will 
persuade women to attend lectures in the 
night, and to join their churches when they 
know the husband, or father is greatly oppos- 
ed to it. Women are taught that their hus- 
bands, and children that their fathers, have 
no religion, and are enemies to God ; and this 
is done for the unholy purpose of destroying 
the influence which the ibe: has over his 
family. [know several Mstances in which fa- 
thilies have been nearly ruined by these means. 
The wife neglects her domestick concerns.— 
Almost every evening in the week she hurries 
away to lectures after her dear minister, and 
leaves her hard working husband to prepare 
and eat his supper alone. The children are 
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left for him to put to rest, or to lie sleeping in 
different parts of the house until she returns, 
The female part of the community are by such 
means learned to gad from house to house ; 
they are learned also to be idle, to tattle ; to be 
disrespectful and scold to their fathers and hus- 
bands. All this is to be attributed tothe false 
teachers of this age. Theyencourage it to 
promote their purpose of proselyteism, if I 
may use the word. There isa striking simi- 
larity between the effects produced by the la- 
bours of those false teachers with whom the 
apostles had tocontend. If we pay just atten- 
tuon to what the apostles have said on this sub- 
ject, the truth of these remarks will very clear- 
ly be seen. Paul says of the young women, 
‘‘and withal they learn to be idle, wandering 
about from house to house; and not only idle, 
but tattlers also, and busy bodies, speaking 
which they ought not,” | Tim. v.13. The 
advice which Paul gives his son Timothy in 
view of the duties of a true minister of God, 
shews the evils which arose from the labours ot 
false teachers. ‘ But speak thou the things 
which become sound doctrine. ‘That the aged 
men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, 
in charity, in patience. The aged women 
likewise, that they be in behaviour as’ becom- 
eth holiness, not false accusers, not given to 
much wine, teachers of good things; that 
they may teach the young women to be sober, 
to love their husbands, to love their children, 
to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, 
obedient to their own husbands, that the word 
of God be not blasphemed.’’ Such advice 
shews the evils against which the apostles had 


| to contend. 


And now, kind reader, if by the help of 
scripture, I have been enabled to trace out the 


| leading features in the character of false teach- 
| ers, I have done you, I trust, some service.— 


Be on your guard against them. If you have 
a family instruct them on this subject, that 
they may not be deceived. And may God 
grant you always ability to perceive, and reso- 
lution to avoid all wrong. Ricuarps. 





NOTICES. 


13” The Genesce Association of Universalists. will 
hold its annual session, according to adjournment, on 
the last Wednesday and Thursday of this month, (Sep- 
tember) in the town of Benton, Yates county, N. Y. 


kr The Cayuga Association of Universaiists will 
hold its annual session, according to adjournment, on 
the first Wednesday and Thursday in October next, at 
the Baptist meeting house, at Stewart’s Corner in the 
town of Venice, formerly Scipio. 
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